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APOCALYPSE BLOCKED

That’s right folke! We're pleaced to cay Billy and
the Apocalypse Blockere were able to put the end-of-the-
wotld on hold with the big Death Valley 40 day
petformance art fact. Look for detail in the Decert Clgecie
article, but cuffice to cay anyone that didn’t cend project
tupport, mohey, prayers efc. owee ue big time.

We ctill ctand by the predictions listed in lact
issue’s "Handy Apocalypse Guide”. They've just been
postpaned indefinately. Here’s g tip. The first week
predicted the cacial, political and economic collapee of the
USA and was followed by stuff like extraterrestiale going
public on TV, Hitler ricing from the dead and the entite
icland of Japan bureting into flames. If you happen to
notice any of thece evente, or othere from our guide, eay
your prayere, the apoealypee ic probably back an.

CALENDAR

Online anytime: Swimmin’ the Mieciceippi
www.franklinfurngee.org Hictory of the Future Series
Click on: Fall 1999 Seacon then on Billy X. Curmano.

Aptil 1: All Fools Pizzg Party Concert, with the
New X Art Ensemble and the Amazing Tece Tocter Tonee,
Godfathers, Walnut @ Levee, Winona, MN, € pm.

Aptil 13-May 14: 2nd Internatioan! Mgil Art
Biennial, Group Exhibition, Art Building, Bodenburg
Cactle, Bodenburg, Germany

May 1-30: Artiet-Banknote-Worke, Group
Exhibition, Muceum of Modern Art, Nordetracce 31,
Weddel, Germany.

June 17-Sept. 10, 2000: 41st Midwestern
Invitationgl Exhibition, Group Exhibition, The
Routke Art Museum, 521 Main Ave., Moarhead, MN
21€.226.€561

Jan 19-Feb 17, 2001: Natural Histories; (Group
Exhibition) Cleveland State Univereity Art Gallery, 2307
Chester Ave.; Cleveland, OH.
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DEATH VALLEY DESERT CLASSIC
12/12/1999 - 1/20/2000

From Swimming the Miseiecippi and ite
abundance of watet to the absence of water in the deser,
Billy’s cearch for the spititual in art continues. He greeted
the millennium with a 40 day juice and water only
performance art fact at Texae Springe, Death Valley, CA.

Welcome to the Ministry of Art

Cex and druge and rock n’toll have there place, but
I've grown weary of the arts and g eultute that, too often,
sells out and strives for the lowest common denominator.
Dan’t get me wrong, I'm ge¢ hedonistic ac my eat and
haven't put Mr. Penic out to pacture. | fust expeet more
from art. I've been cearching for that undefineable quality,
the spiritual in grf.

The fact began in L.A. juct before midnight Dec.
11. Project coordinator Sant Kaur and I trqveled to Texae
Springe, Death Valley the next day whete we met Dr. Dave
and Tom Christencon. I’ g long drive and | wae hungry.
We cet up camp. What would be temporary chelter for the
cupport team, beeame my home in the desert for the next
40 daye. We had to work quickly that firet day, befare
laging the cun. Tom took the lene and became eamera
operator for 3 woek.

During my journey, | planned to cearch out and
cgpture g singular moment from each day that would
reprecent the spititual in art. The moments would tie
together and teduce 40 daye to 40 minutes and curvive
beyond the desert in an unedited video, Degth Valley
Decert Clgccie.

Much of my time wae epent in solitude, but | was
joined by an ever-changing cact of characters a¢ the weeke
drew on. The intergetions were very mueh a part of thic
work, co much co, | decided to credit the *Death Valley
Collective” g¢ gseictant producete, directors, playere and
camers opergtore. They are:

Ming Bellavia, Dave & Tom Christenson, Jim
Degnan, Tony Greeneward, Pete Haneen, D.L. & Gene



Hunt, Sant Kaur Khalsa, Seott Miller, Kenneth Patrick
Payne, Bill Russell, Steve Smith and The New X Art
Encemble with the Amazing Tece Toster Tonee.

The video remained unseripted, an improvisation,
open to phycical, emational and epititual changee brought
oh by the fact, the envitonment and the times.

Death Valley’s extreme and sparee landecape
offeted romance, spitituglity and magic. A valley floor with
the loweet, driest and hottest point in the western
hemisphere (2€ 2 feet below seq level) ricing tapidly to
cnow capped mountain rangee with cold and diverce
ecosycteme and everything in between. The highest point in
the contiguous United Statee, Mount Whitney, ie just €0
miles from Badwater, Death Valley's loweet. Myeterioue
boulderc appear to move on their own acroce the racefrack
plya floor. Of cource, scienticte have theit theorye and don’t
believe in spirite, but no one know’s - for sure - the how ot
why of it. And finally, creatutes from ravens, toad runhnere
and coyotes to ccorpions and black widows offered their
guidance.

Being clight of frame to begin with, | began an all
out, 15 or so pound, celf-indulgent weight gain prior to the
fact. | paid for it deatly with the initial toxin release and a
headache co grand it I3id me low. A broken tent zipper,
relentlece high winde and sandstorme introduced me to the
“death of romance” harcher cide of Death Valley. Each
morhing | acked for guidance and cometimee wondeted
what | wae doing there.

"l felt erummy. Much ctomache gurggling and
clight headache and ducty throat leading to ‘Death
Valley Cough’. | went to bed and even had to get up
during the night for 8 bathroom tun. It wae hard to get
warm ehough to face the outeide. Hell, | wae cold
incide my cleeping bag. Thete’s 8 pee bottle in the
tent and all the liquide have made me uce it ceveral
times mact nighte - but thic wae beyond that.”

*When | returned, | folt bettet, but too cold to
temove my clothes. Just erawled back in the bag and
put my head under the covere. Mom, I'm hungry and |
wanng go home.” Day 27; J an. 7, 2000

Vicione and floating dreams colored the nighte.
Hallucinations cometimes turned tactile or auditory ac |
clapped and ceratched st imaginary infectatione. Foode |
hadn’t eaten in yeare and sexual fantaciee haunted my
dreame.

“Child of the 60’¢ - Make love Not War - Since
| went to war, | took that phrase to heart and tried to
undo war with love. Sometimes to challowly.
Thoughts during a fast.” Day 7; Dec. 1€, 1909

The sun’c warmth wae chattered by cometimes
below freezing nighte. With few calories to spate,
hypothermig became g nightly fear. Fortunately, it only
embrgced me one night, but g night that ecealated future
fear to terror.

Facting while in performance kept my energy
levele amazingly high. Daye were epent wandeting, art
making, cearching, and meditating. The supportere and |
were often cutprised by my desite to elimb up and down
and up and down the valley. One even offered tectimony to
hic amazement at being outclimbed by a facter.

From the very beginning, interesting eelectial and
numerological phahomenon eynchronictically surrounded
thic project. Without prior planning or knowledge, the firet
night of a first vicit to Death Valley was marked by Jupiter
and Venus gppeating above the moon for juet that night.
The starting date wag selected salely to gvoid inflationary
girline prices that ucually secompany echool bregks. Only
aftet arriving in the valley did | discover it eplit the fast in
half: 20 days in 1909 and 20 in 2000. The first full
mooh of the fast and lact of the millennium wag in perigee.
It appeared larger than it had in 133 years. And finally,
the fact’c fortieth day wse puncuated by 4 total eclipse of
the firet millennial full maon.

*Ac we lost light, | hurtied the pace and they

had trouble keeping up. | wanted to make the cummit
before dark. What a grand and glotioue feeling.”

*I'm empty. Cleaned out. On top of the world

and an eclipse unfolde before me in the desert. A
colectial eircus of uncompromicing beguty. Firet,
rainbow ringe then amber tonee about g waning mooh.
The bright point givee way to haze ac the etare return
to an ever darkening cky. Coyotes call out for her
tectoration from far off in the night. We pace
binoculare and thoughte until the dark and cold creep
up oh ug. Thoughts of being ctranded overnight
interupt our reverie.”

*l decide to take g walk to cee if | ean negotiate

the mountain in darkness. | gather my senses and
move clowly in several ditections. | get to the cliff
edge and dangle my feet over the side. Stones tumble
info an eternity of dark nathingness - but | could find



my way. | retutn to the family. They were concerned
when | left. We lay about the ground - uneacily
napping. The cold forces me to g fetal pocture until |
realize g walk will warm me. | head out - Firet higher;
then towarde home - then up another pesk.”

"The coyotes I've tried to record for over a week
now eing to me and I've got them. | return the song
with my harmonicy and reglized Iater it would have
been a clacic to record - 4O day total eclipee
harmonica colo’ - but then maybe it would not have
tepaid the coyotes.”

"My retutn found the group cold and anxious to
leave. | guided them through the darknecs and s |
watched them ctruggle for each ctep, | firet reglized |
wag the only one adapted fully to this envitonment.”

*Eventually, the moon reawakened and returned
to ite poct lighting the night. The walk grew eaey and
I videoed the enlarging globe of light. | put the camerg
away only to have to get it out again a¢ the moon
gained two cete of returning rainbow ringe. Finglly, it
releaced ite hold on me gnd we went to bed.” - Day
40; Jan. 20, 2000

of the decer for epinning titee, conerete and cteel wae
the very next night, at L.A’s Colden Bridge.
I decided to break the fast after the event. |

euspected | may never have the where-with-all to achieve

and chare the impact with the gudience and band. There

well received, food not so well. Initially it wae a treat to

| waited. | broke the fast ‘round midnight and intectinal
distrece followed for the next two daye.

Official pre-faet woight 150+ Ibe.; Official poct-

fact weight: 124 Ibe.

"I hape next time | think of a way to make my
work eacy. Art chouldn’t have to be co hard.” Day 10;
Dee. 21,1000

We drove the 4 houre to L.A. the following day to
cet up “Out of the Decert”. It was the world premiere of the
Death Valley Desert Clgscie video and a performance
with the New LA X Art Ensemble. The encemble wae 8 mix
of New X regulare and LA players. Leving the tranquility

topped off with this unedited, world premiere on Saturday,

thic state again. | wanted to savor ite affecte in performance

wae gleo some coneerh gbout how my eystem would take to
the reintroducion of food. The video and performance wete

make my tacte bude jump gnd sing, but then...fortunately,  to the Rochecter Art Center (MN) Big Bang Exhibition, the

*A movement doec hot depend for ite cuceese on
the intellectual or material recources of ite eponcors; but it
depende colely upon the spititual recoutces, and fasting ie
the most known method of adding to those recources.
Facting ic an inctitution g¢ old ae humane. It ic
my conviction that a fact undertaken out of a genuine love
cannot have any negative tecult. It will anly bring good in
ite wake.” - Mahatma Gandhi

Cpecial intentione: 8 for 9 Buek

With the apocalypee averted and everyone lece
netvous, we've decided to offer g giant, one time only,
Cpecial intentione Sale. Send g dollar with any 3 cpecial
intentione and Billy or a ctaffer will pray over them.

Officiale Say, *No Way, Saint Billy”

The movement to eanonize Billy ac a “living

cgint” hit g enag when it was diccovered hie 3 miraeles

Lm‘ LA WEEKLY
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Adventurese with Billy 4 ’
Some of the art Billy produced in the decert went M

Caro

Minneapolic Ast Institute Foot in the Door 2000 Show
and the Sharjah Arte Muceum (United Arab Emirates)
Exhibition and Archive.

It wae another bicoactal tour ae Billy went Weet
for Death Valley Desert Clgecie and Out of the Desert; then
back Eact to New York City to cereen lidee and video for
Public Att; When le It Art? at the College At Acsociation
Annual Conference.



BE SMART; BUY SOME ART
Poet Carde: NYC'c Untitled at 159 Prince St in Soho
is the Iatest outlet to add Billy'e post cards. Get them there
ot by mail directly from us. Mixed cete from various

projecte 12 for $O plus $3 S/H, that's $12.

Qwimming the Missiscippi is archived on the internet
and gvailable from Franklin Furnace (NYC) free with
RealPiayer (See Calendat). The video ic an art-adventure-
travelogue. The Miceiesippi River ewim from source to gulf
with an original mueical ccore. Get g great 29 min. VHS
copy from Art Worke USA. $25 plus ¢5 S/H.

Death Valley Decert Clascie: The video that curvived
the fast. Billy sayg ite hic best work yet. About 40
minutes for $75 plue $5 S/H.

Sampler 2000: We'te praducing 8 new samplet with 3
life-changing jourheye on one tape. It will include the
Performance for the Dead, Billy'e 192 2 day live burial,

YOUR INVITATION To FUN &
ADVENTURE
The Billy X. Curmano Fan Club

If you enjoy contemporary artist Billy Curmano, hete’s a
great way to ctay abreast of his projecte. Join the discriminating crowd
and become a member of Billy’s own Fan Club. Simply send the
completed form, all correspondence and annual membership duee fo:

G A ART WORKS USA

‘X\ P RR 1 BOX 116

)< w”mlkusnmun, MN 55971-9634
\}r\\ RING: 507.864.2716
/ I smitty@rconnect.com

Mation “Momma” Curman, Precident
Kimbetly Haedtke, Membarchip Vice Precidant

MEMBERSHIP TYPES
$2  CHEAPO: Wallet size memberchip card & soma mailings.
$10  REGULAR: Ac above, plue a handeome wal! cerfificate.
$25  DELUXE: Ac gbove, plue Great Moments In Performanca Art
nenadhesive stamp seriec and all appropriate club mailings.
$100 DELUXE PLUS: A« above, plus original print.
$500 SUPER DELUXE: Ac above, plus gift certificate & weakend
vacation at Scenic Art Wotke USA (travel from Winong, MN included).
$1000 SAINT: Ac gbove, plus vacation extended 1 full week.
$5000 BUDDY: Ac above, phuc 1 of Billy's epacial pizzas and Billy
will pal around with you for 1 week.
Inetitutional rate: Pleace add 20% surcharge for double newsletter
mailings. | to cireulate; | to archive. Family rate: Add 10%
cutcharge and the whole family gete memberchip carde.

followed by Swimming the Mieciecippi and Death Vallay
Decert Clgecie. It totale about 90 min. festure length
education and entertginment for $125 plus $5 S/H.

Amanita CD: Maybe it'c accoustic folk jazz when Rilly
and John Pendergact (1/2 of Lly Agarie) play 74 minutee
of "Oh! So sweet - but never sgecharine - sounde”. Ten

bucke plus $¢3 S/H.

Apocalyptic Fachions: So YZK wac 3 buct, co what!
We al! have to go cometime. Mottem Vitge Sequene. Our
Apocalyptic Fachion and Efiguette Guide covers what to
wegt and how fo gef when you meot your-Maker. $10 plue
$3 Q/H for 1 to 12 guides. You tell us how many.
Remember: MN secidente add sales fax on all ordere.
Qecret Meseages: ‘Politice’ ie derived from the word
‘poly” meaning ‘many’ and ‘ticks’ megning ‘blood sucking
parasites’.-Larry Hardiman. Lact issue’s mescage
fransiated: You gre overeducated if you can read this.

The Fandango is published sporadically by Art Works USA RR #1
Box 1i6 Rushford, MN 55971-9634 Ring: 507.864.2716 You can wrile or
call us about-just-about any-old-thing. When ordering or sending money, don’t
forget to indicate what the heck you want. Unsolicited manuscripts, photos and
drawings arc not solicited, but if you ever want to send us something, go for it.
No returns without 8.A.S.E. The masthead image was created by Bill Gaglione.
Steve Smith relays e-mail: smitty @rconnect.com Warning and disclaimer:
Joining the Billy Curmano Fan Club lcaves an indclible mark on your person.
You can’t always see it, but believe you me, it’s there, buddy. See: The
Fandango, Vol. 17 1-2, 1998, for removal information.

_____________________________________

Make checke payable Art Worke USA. Allow 4 to 6 weeke for
delivery. Premium cubetitytione may be made at our whim.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Okay Kimbetly! | juet ean’t wait, hate’s my annual duee. | want to foin
Bily X. Curmano’e Fan Club.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Phone c-mail

Sigaature

Membership Type




